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South Joersey claimed two
state basketball championships
Sunday as Cherokee High Schoal
won the Group 4 bovs' crown.
Coamden Catholic won top honors
in the Non-Public A boys” state ti-
ey game af the Ritacco Center

For Cherolkes, MVP Wes Tis
dale collected 10 polnts and 12 re-

W Complete coverage of state
champlonship games. 1€, 3C, 4C

bounds as the Chiefs defeated
Plainfield 5238 to capture the
school's first Group 4 state crown

Camiden Catholic, No. 1 in the
Courier-Post’s South Jersey rnk
ings. won the school's first stade
title since 2003 when the [rish
edied Seton Hall Prep 6861 An

thomy D'Orctio soored 31 points.

In girls' action, Florence
proved no march for New Provi
dence, dropping 4 55-30 decizion
inthe Group 1 title game. Eastern
lost 50-36 10 MNorth Hunterdon in
the Group 4 girls’ state tithe game.

In other boys’ action, Wood-
bury full 7062 1o New Providenos
in Group 1 while Kingsway lost a
close #-41 hattle to Mendham In
Group 3

SCOTT ANDERSON Couner Post
Camden Catholic coach Jim
Crawlord is mobbed by his play-
ors after recehving the champl
onship trophy.

COMPLETE VARSITY ONLINE

Get tull coverage of the weekend's title games, along with a photo gallery from each game involving South Jersey teams, and much more at courierpestonline.com/varsity.

Spring break takes on new meaning in Camden

Ayl STENHARDT fCounerFost
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Students aid UrbanPromise kids

—

CAMDEN

By WILFORD S,

Courjer-Post Staff

Jacob Hill had a choioe of
spending spring break do- May. Students interviewed
ing community service in said they were able to afford
onit of New Jersay's poorest  the
wrban cities or vacationing fundrisers, tapping their
with his college classmates own savings or getting
in Panama,

The 16-vearold West Vir
ginla man passed up @
chance to party in Panama College Group, based .in
City, which has a vibrant
nightlifie

nnurierpnstE '
WEB EXTRA BHIL
W For mare photos, ciick on this
story on our Web sha

trip by  holding

nancial assistance [rom

their parents.
Calvary Baptist Church

Kentucky, had the most sty
dent participants with 35

Christie’s

budget to
suspend
rebates

Legislators: Schools,
towns face loss of $1B

| By ANGELA DELLI

SANTI
-&smumnd Pres:.
TRE HT ON

Gov. Chris Christie 1s
preparing to introduce a
budget that suspends prop-
orty tax rebates, cuts more
than 1 billion n ald to
schools and lowns and
skips n §3 billion coniribu-
tion to the state pension
system, legislative leaders
said Sunday

About 25 legislators
and senior staff members
were briefisd on the gover-
nor's plans to close an £11
billlon deficit. Several
spoke to The Associated
Press on condition of ano-
pymity because they are
not authorized to discuss
the £29.2 billion budget be-
fore Christie introduces
the proposal Tuesday

The budget must be ap-
proved by the Democrutic:
controlled Legislature and

® Assembly expected to
vote on 1ax bill credi

povernor by July 1, the
start of the new flscal vear,
This is Christie’s first bud

Under Christie's bud
get, no one will get a prop
erty tax rebate check this
year to combat New Jit-
sey's highest property %
5 in the nation, whid
average $7.300 a hous®
hold. When rebates retwi T
in spring 2011, yautﬂrd g
zens, the disabled and 10™
||'|_‘_ OmeE WwWags SATeTs
conld et a tax credit rath
a1 Uhan o rebste check, and
could get less than they re
ceived last vear,

The budget proposes an
£819 milllon cut in ald to
school districts and a $45
million cut in aid to towns.
Christie is expected to call
for a 28 percent spending

*1 I'I.ql.uvd thils wuuld be s
better use of my time,” said
Hill. a freshman athletic
tmining major at Alderson-
Broaddus College in West
Virginia.

“It's o lot of fun. You can
do good work in & comamuni
ty that needs it" sald the
Clarksburg, W.Va., resident

He is among more than
300 collepe studonts who will
spend a week participating
in @ spring break program
in Camden overseen by Ur

Also represented were large
schools such as The College
of William & Mary in Vir
ginia and Pepperdine Uni-
viersity in California and
smaller institutions such as
Bowdoin College and Bates
College, both in Maine, and
Dardt College in Iowa

The Colloge of New Jer-
sy In Ewing, the only New
Jersey school to participate,
zent 11 students,

Each work group spends
their moming in commumni-

signed by the Repubiican

See BUDGET, Page 2A

. banPromise Minlstries. a by service projects, mostly,
VI STEINHARDT fCeune Pt | ONProfit Christianbased  but not entirely, on the Ur-
Ursinus College studonts Holly Smith (rear) of Cherry Hill  organkzation in the eity. banPromise main campus
and Kyle Bahm of Mount Laurel work at the community The first group arrived  at 3700 Rudderow Avenue
garden st the Centet for Transformation with Andrea Fer- i late February and the last
joh, director of Sustainable Inftiatives, group will leave in mid-

AL SCHELL CourePost e
Gov, Chris Chiistie will go before the Legisiature on
Tuesday to address the $11 billlon budgel gap.
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Break/ Students spend time off helping Kids in Camden

FOH e from Page 1A

“We rely on these stu-
dents who do the evervday
maintenance that vou
would expect would be
needed,” said Jim Cume
mings, director of the Work-
Group Program for Urban-
Promise,

“Even if vou paid these
students at minimum wage,
vou could easily figure that
it comes to thousands of dal-
lars to the ministry to offset
the cost of maintenance, al-
lowing us to work with the
kids.” he sand,

UrbanPromise operates
two schools for K-12 stu-
dents, after-school and fine
arts programs, summer
camp and offers training for
older teens who cin serve as
counselors, coaches and
mentors for vounger chil-
dren.

There are seven build-
Ings from new construc-
tion to aging facilities — on
the main campus and all are
in need of maintenance, es-
pecially follow g an unusu-
ally harsh winter, Cum-
mings said.

The college work groups
will help with refurbishing
one of its afterschoal pro-
egrams, doing mostly demaolj-
tion work: tearing down
cellings and ripping up old
tiles. UrbanPromise has cut
back on full use of the site
evien limiting enrollment
while renovations continue,

Onee temperatures rise,
work groups will do land
scaping work, prepare a
butterdly garden, wash and
clean UrbanPromise’s vehi
cle Neet, clean out gutters
and paint trim on buildings

A1 STEINHARDT J Courer Pordd
mmmmml. 18,
cranks out water on a bicycle-powered pump as Andrea
Ferich of the Center for Transformation waters plants.

In the afternoon, all
groups assist with Urban.
Promise’s after-school pro-
gram, helping children with
homework and supervising
recreational activities. They
officiated and judged the an-
nual Spring Olympics,
which puts children from

what it's like living in other
places,” he sabd.

The trip is proving to be
educational for Domitrov.
its, who is finding that there
are a multitude of potential
solutions for urban prob-
lems, For example. many

problems can be traced
back to a lack of access to
fuality education in public
achonls, he said

In order to make a differ-
ence, Domitrovits believes
there nesds (o be a shill in
individual attitudes and the
overall culture and comimu-
nity programs must provide
positive role models

Cummings said he has
deep respect for students
who sacrificed their spring
break in the service of oth-
ers. He recalled using col-
lege spring break to indulpe
himself

“I'm inspired to meet
voung peaple of this genera-:
tion so committed to serv-
ing and learning. It gives
vou i great sense of hope
and future. In a city like
Camden, these signs of hope
and inspiration are so nec-
essary,” Cummings said.

While voluntesring,
many students realized the
urban  problems Ffacing

different parts of the cityv on
the same team and pits
them against each other in
friendly competition

Drew Domitrovits, 20, of
Havmarket, Va., who made
the five-hour drive (o Cam:
den from The College of Wil
liam & Mary in Williams
bure. Va.. said the Qlvmpics
helped unify children from

ARE YOU LIVING UNDER THE DARK CLOUD OF

DEPRESSION?

Have your current symptoms
been ongoing for at least 8

Camden vesidents had little
to do with the residents
themselves.

And, many walk away
with the sense that they do
‘have some responsibility
to Camden aivd other places
like it.” Cummings said.

About noon Thursday,
Hill broke for lunch aher
toiling in a fallow communi
tv garden near Fourth and
Jasper streets in South
Camden. He was part of a
small group that tilled soil
and checked new urigation
lines that will water the en
tire garden at the root level,

Hill applauded Urban
Promise for spreading s
Christian-based message
through its afterschool pro-
grams, which help keep

voung peaple ofl the street
and out of trouble

Hally Smith, 18, o fresh
man politics major at Ursin-
us College in Collegeville,

., chose to participate in
the program because she
“wanted 1o have a meaning:
ful spring break.

“It’s awesome because |
know I'm changing people’s
lives,” sajd Smith., who
grew up in Cherry Hill

She sald the community
serviee work opened her
eves to the impoverished
conditions of Camden.

“It's really a reality
check,” she said.

Reach Wilord 5. Shamiin at (856)
486-2475 or wehamiinEcourier-
postonhing com
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different parts of the city.
Domitrovits, a junior
majoring in international
relations, said he wvolun:
teered so he could experi
ence an unfamiliar place
“The envirvament 1 Hw
in ol the time is completely
different than it is here. It's
really good to get insight of

Window Repair & Parts

Windows Won't Stay Up? Patio Door Won't Slide?

GLASS BROKEN?
FOCCY, STEAMED OR UNCLEAN LOOKING?
BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME?
NEED WINDOW INSPECTION OR REPAIR?

Wi Repair All Brand Windows & Potio Door's
Replocement Sashas for Mata & Carodeo / Wood Windows
*[Hscount to Senicr Citizent and Condo Ownars®

BAKERS WINDOW REPAIR
#hane of Fox: 856-772-1105
small: bakerwiniepaldverizon.ng » 24-Hour Emargency Service

weeks?

Have antidepressants not
worked well for you?

If you are 18 to 65 years of age and have been
suffering from depressive symptoms for ot least 8
weeks, you may qualify to participate in a clinical
research study of on investigational medication for
depression
Qualif st Study Reletec
Peychiatric Evaluations - Study Drug « Follow-Up Visits
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Budget/State to Sklp pension fund

Continued from Page 1A

cap for schools and towns,
but that constitutional
amendment would have to
be approved by voters and
wouldn't likely take effect
until 2012. If approved,
spending above the cap
:.lruulu.l require voter approv-

Christie's budget spares
the state's 65,000 union
workers from layoffs and in-
cludes the 3.5 percent pay
raise they are due July 1.

Under a contract former
Gov. Jon S. Corzine renego-
tiated with the unions in late
2008, state workers agreed to
defer a 3.5 percent pay raise
due last July 1 and take 10
furlough days in exchange
for a no-layoff pledge
through 2010, In addition to
the scheduled raise in July,
the workers are due a de-
ferred raise on Jan. 1.

During the gubsrnatorial
campaign, Christie vowed to
undo that deal. Last week, he
said Corzine handeuffed him
and acknowledged he was
bound to honor the renegoti-
ated contract. However, on
Friday he left open the possi-
bility of handing out pink
slips to some of the 9,700
workers and 5,000 part-
timers and temps who do not
have union protection. Not
all the positions are layoff-el-
igible and others are federal-
Iv funded.

Christie’s budget would
again skip the state’s annual
contribution to the pension
system for public workers,
The state pension fund is un-
derfunded by $46 billion and
at risk of eventually becom-
ing insolvent unless fixes
are made. Corzine skipped a
§2.5 billion pension payment
this year and allowed mu-
nicipalities to defer half of
their scheduled contribu-

The proposal assumes 850
million in savings from the
privatization of unspecified
services, Christie last week
assigned a task force to
study privatization and gave
them three months to report
back.

Higher education also
takes a hit under Christie’s
proposal. Aid would dimin-
ish about $170 million, in-
cluding the disappearance of
state support for indepen-
dent colleges and trims to
programs such as Tuition
Aid Grants and the Educa-
tional Opportunity Fund for
economically and education-
ally disadvantaged students.
County colleges would lose
£19 million under Christie’s

Christie is shying away
from the budget maneuvers
of his predecessors. He cam-
paigned on not raising taxes,

“Thie hole is just so big,”
lamented Michael Riccards
of the nonpartisan Hall Insti-
tute, a think tank in Tren-
ton. “1 don’t see how one can
balance the budget without
massive cuts,”

A souree said the state ex-
pects revenues to total 328.3
billion, some $547 million
more than the current fiscal
year. In addition, $1 billion

in federal stimulus is expec-
ted.

On Thursday, Christie
appointed a task force to
look at privatizing govern-
ment services and lamented
the fact that as the state
struggles to provide help to
local governments, those
governments had hired
11,300 new workers last vear
as the private sector contin-
ued to bleed jobs.

Christie has taken aim at
the state’s 700 independent
authorities and commis-
sions and vowed to review if
they should remain.

The state treasurer, and
later legislative leaders, dis-
cussed changing pension
benefits for current state
and local workers in an ef-
fort to trim an annual pen-
sion need that has grown to
£1.1 billion. Meanwhile, NJ
Transit plans higher fares
and service cuts.

In recent vears, the state
faced budget gaps of $3 bil-
lion to %5 billion. To help
solve it, governors largely
skipped the payvments to
fund the pension system,
saving billions in one swoop.

The state kept its aid to
lecal government and

schools flat. Yet in many in-
stances, property taxes rose
to cover the gaps.

After that, the problems
were solved with some cuts,
a fiee increase here, or a sales
or income tax hike there,

But in many areas. gov-
ernment costs have in-
creased along with pension
and health care obligations.
At the same time, the finan-
cial erisis has pummeled
state tax revenues,

Total state tax collections
in the fiscal vear that begins
in July are projected to total
28,3 billion, sources say, on-
Iv #55 million more than in
fiscal year 2010.

Leading Democrats
struck a conciliatory tone
late last week.

“1 think they have, over
the last couple of weeks, real-
Iy reached out to the Legisla-
ture,” Assemblyman Louis
D. Greenwald, D-Camden,
said Friday. “He's now up to
his eyeballs in this now, and
he's realizing that, like other
governors before him, that
there are no easy answers,
and a lot of decisions have
been made to avoid property
tax increases and to protect
the most vulnerable.

“We're all in this togeth-
er,” he added.

State Senate President
Stephen M. Sweeney said
that he agrees with Christie
that “we need to restructure
government.” Still, privatiz-
ing servioes or changing civ-
il service rules won't make
much difference, he said.

“I'm in favor of squeeging
every penny, but it won't
help this budget,” Sweeney
said. “It's that bad.”

Gannett New Jersey writer Jason
Method contributed to this report.
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